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which they were taught as the logical result of the
creed, although and even because, the logical sub-
structure has vanished from their minds. It is also
common to find men who having faced the dis-
appearance of their faith, have not the courage to
face the ethical result of the religious change.

2. The marked decline of the respect for personal
rights derived from the Stoic philosophy through
Christianity. Hobhouse in his Evolution of Morals
maintains that this respect is increasing, and he
may possibly be right; but I imagine that his con-
clusions will not necessarily convince others more
than they have convinced me.

8. The rising influence exerted through the Press
of the financier for whom human beings are merely
counters in the financial game. The views of the
often half-educated financier are easily propagated
among a population the greater part of which lacks
the first rudiments of education in social science or
in other subjects of social importance.

4.  The   increasing  abstention   from  politics  in
England as elsewhere of men who approach public
problems with the public spirit that was in  fact
characteristic of the  country  squires and   other
gentlemen who sat in the House of Commons during
the first nine decades of the last century, and the
resulting monopoly of political power by the pro-
fessional politician, whose first object is to maintain
the personal interests of the clique to which he
belongs and thereby to obtain what is euphemistic-
ally called " a career."

5.  The growth of class conflicts, which first became
acute owing to the Tariff Reform controversy in